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Opening Discussion 

The session begins with Naomi Katz Mintz realizing the recording may not have started correctly 

because she forgot to record to the cloud. Arthur Mintz jokingly suggests repeating earlier 

comments so the recording captures them. 

The group immediately settles into reminiscing about Cornell social life. 

One participant mentions that the meeting date coincides with the 55th anniversary of a “47 Days 

to Graduation” party. This sparks discussion about: 

 The North 40 venue 

 Bobby Comstock and Comstock Limited 

 Campus parties and dances 

 Freshman dating experiences 

 Social events tied to the academic calendar 

Participants react with amusement and curiosity, with some remembering the events vividly and 

others admitting they had never heard of them. 

 

Memories of Freshman Year and Social Life 

Several participants discuss: 

 Freshman teas 

 Dating customs 

 Restaurants students visited after dances or social events 

 How formal and structured many social rituals once were 

A participant recounts being rescued socially by Joe’s Restaurant after a freshman tea. The story 

evolves into broader discussion about how students navigated awkward social situations and 

campus expectations. 

The group repeatedly laughs about how uncertain and improvised many social experiences were 

during freshman year. 
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Academic Life and Administrative Systems 

A substantial portion of the discussion concerns how academic administration worked during 

their Cornell years. 

Topics include: 

 Course changes 

 Faculty advisors 

 Registration systems 

 Bureaucracy 

 Degree requirements 

Arthur Mintz tells a story about forging his advisor’s signature on a course-change form because 

he never actually interacted with his assigned advisor in the mathematics department. The group 

jokes that modern universities would never permit such informality because everything is 

computerized and heavily monitored. 

This leads into memories about: 

 Swimming requirements for graduation 

 Last-minute efforts by students to satisfy requirements 

 Looser enforcement and oversight in the early 1970s 

 How students often found creative workarounds 

Participants repeatedly contrast the old paper-based systems with modern online administration. 

 

Cornell During a Chaotic Historical Period 

The conversation frequently references the larger social atmosphere of the late 1960s and early 

1970s. 

Themes include: 

 Campus unrest 

 Political activism 

 Generational tension 

 Cultural experimentation 

 Informality in university systems 
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Participants describe the era as “chaotic,” though usually in a fond or humorous way.  The group 

reflects on how students at the time often improvised their paths through college amid larger 

social changes happening nationally. 

 

Fraternities, Housing, and Campus Buildings 

A major segment of the discussion focuses on Cornell fraternities, dormitories, dining halls, and 

buildings that either changed or disappeared over time. 

Topics include: 

 Jewish fraternities 

 Fraternity culture 

 Damage or destruction to fraternity houses 

 Bankruptcy and declining fraternity systems 

 Campus housing layouts 

 Dining rooms and residence halls 

One discussion centers on a fraternity on Triphammer Road and speculation about whether it 

functioned informally as a Jewish fraternity because many Jewish students belonged to it. 

Participants also discuss: 

 Fraternities destroying property before leaving buildings 

 Changing student culture 

 The decline of older campus institutions 

 Demolition and remodeling of campus facilities 

 

Dining and Food Culture at Cornell 

Food and dining become recurring nostalgic topics. 

Participants remember: 

 The Elmhurst Room 

 Special dining programs 

 Gourmet dinners available to students 

 Dining halls near dormitories 

 Campus snack culture 

 Restaurants frequented by students 
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Several people fondly remember the Elmhurst Room and discuss whether various dining spaces 

were combined or eliminated over the years. 

The group talks about: 

 How meals served as social experiences 

 The convenience of dining facilities located between dorms 

 Dining traditions that no longer exist 

 The difference between ordinary dining halls and special-occasion meals 

These discussions often trigger vivid emotional memories of campus routines. 

 

Recreational Life and Winter Activities 

Participants remember recreational aspects of Cornell life, particularly: 

 Ice skating on Beebe Lake 

 Walking around campus in winter 

 Shared outdoor experiences 

 Informal student recreation 

The memories are presented as examples of a less regulated campus culture where students 

freely used campus spaces in ways that might not be allowed today. 

 

Transportation and Driving Stories 

There were stories involving driving and vehicles. 

Topics include: 

 Dangerous winter driving 

 Manual transmission cars 

 Rural roads around Ithaca 

 Car trouble 

 Improvising under pressure 

One story involves struggling with a car while navigating difficult terrain near Stewart Avenue 

and Route 79. The account is told humorously and reflects the rougher, less polished nature of 

student transportation during that era. 
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Participants respond with laughter and additional stories about: 

 Driving conditions 

 Campus geography 

 The challenges of living in Ithaca winters 

 

Technology and Modern Communication 

The group repeatedly contrasts current technology with life during their college years. 

Examples include: 

 Cloud recording failures 

 AI-generated summaries 

 Zoom meetings 

 Online registration systems 

 Digital communication 

Participants joke about how impossible certain past behaviors would be in modern computerized 

systems. 

The discussion highlights how dramatically communication and administration have changed 

since 1971. Participants express strong support for the History Project and seem enthusiastic 

about documenting memories before they are lost. 
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Shared Memory and Collective 

Reconstruction 

One recurring pattern throughout the conversation is collaborative remembering. 

Participants constantly: 

 Correct each other 

 Fill in missing details 

 Supply forgotten names 

 Reconstruct campus geography 

 Verify events 

 Compare recollections 

The process itself becomes part of the conversation. 

There is a strong sense that memory is communal rather than individual. Often one person 

remembers a fragment that triggers memories in others. 

The transcript shows how oral history emerges collectively through conversation. 

 

Reflections on Cornell Culture 

Participants repeatedly reflect on aspects of Cornell culture that shaped their generation: 

 Informality 

 Independence 

 Academic freedom 

 Social experimentation 

 Resourcefulness 

 Community bonds 

Many comments imply that students had substantial autonomy and often operated with minimal 

oversight. 

The group also reflects on: 

 How Cornell physically changed 

 Which traditions survived 

 Which disappeared 

 How students today might experience campus differently 
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Biology Classes and “Keaton” Textbook 

Discussion 

Near the end of the meeting, one participant tells a humorous story involving a biology textbook 

by “Keaton.” 

She explains: 

 Her sister attended Cornell earlier. 

 The Keaton book was newly introduced during her time at Cornell, 

 She highlighted what she believed were important sections 

 She later passed the textbook to her sister. 

 Her sister said she highlighted all the wrong material 

The story becomes a lighthearted example of: 

 Academic confusion 

 Student survival strategies 

 The chaotic learning environment of the era 
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Major Themes Across the Entire Transcript 

1. Nostalgia and Memory 

The central theme is remembering a shared historical moment and reconstructing student life at 

Cornell around 1971. 

2. Change Over Time 

Participants repeatedly compare past and present: 

 Paper systems vs. digital systems 

 Informal administration vs. computerized oversight 

 Older campus culture vs. contemporary student life 

3. Community 

The discussion demonstrates enduring friendships and shared identity decades after graduation. 

4. Oral History Preservation 

The Cornell History Project serves as a framework for preserving lived experiences before they 

disappear. 

5. Humor and Survival 

Many stories revolve around improvisation, confusion, bending rules, and navigating college life 

through creativity rather than structure. 

 

Conclusion 

The transcript documents a rich, affectionate reunion among Cornell alumni reflecting on student 

life in the late 1960s and early 1970s. Through stories about academics, fraternities, food, 

campus geography, winter life, parties, transportation, and institutional change, the participants 

collectively reconstruct the culture of Cornell during a turbulent historical era. 

The meeting also demonstrates the value of oral-history conversations. Memories emerge 

collaboratively, with each participant contributing fragments that help rebuild a shared 

understanding of their experiences. 


