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1. Purpose and Setting 

 A virtual session for the Cornell Class of 1971 History Project. 

 Goal: 

o Collect firsthand memories of everyday student life at Cornell (~late 1960s–early 

1970s). 

o Build a shared historical record through personal storytelling. 

 Format: 

o Participants introduce themselves (location, major, career path). 

o Then begin sharing memories and experiences. 

 

2. Participant Introductions (Background + Life Paths) 

A. Geographic Spread 

 Participants join from across the U.S.: 

o Rhode Island 

o Massachusetts 

o New Jersey 

o Maryland 

o Colorado 

o California 

o New York 

 Reinforces the long-term dispersion of the class. 

 

B. Academic Backgrounds at Cornell 

Common patterns: 

 Many changed majors or explored multiple disciplines. 

 Examples: 

o Switching from engineering to human ecology (Ajay Berry) 

o Moving from floriculture → general science → communication arts (Judith) 

o Combining math with early computer science (Arthur) 

 Insight: 

o Cornell allowed (and sometimes forced) academic flexibility and exploration. 
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C. Career Outcomes 

 Participants describe long-term careers shaped by Cornell experiences: 

o Human resources (from human development studies) 

o Technology and business leadership 

o Information technology (early “data processing”) 

o Communications/journalism pathways 

 Clear theme: 

o Non-linear academic paths led to successful careers 

 

3. Core Themes from Early Discussion 

A. Everyday Life as the Focus 

 The session emphasizes: 

o Routine student experiences 

o Not major historical events 

 Includes: 

o Living arrangements 

o Campus jobs 

o Classes and studying 

o Extracurriculars 

 

B. Work and Financial Reality 

 Several participants worked during school: 

o Library jobs (multiple mentions) 

 Purpose: 

o Earn money for expenses 

 Insight: 

o Student life included practical financial responsibilities, not just academics. 

 

C. Extracurricular Life 

Strong emphasis on activities outside class: 

1. Athletics 

 Basketball (even as a bench player) 
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 Gymnastics (floor exercise specialist) 

 Hockey culture (dominant sport at the time) 

2. Music & Arts 

 Cornell Glee Club 

 Choirs and singing groups 

 Campus radio (WVBR) 

3. Identity Through Activities 

 Many participants define their Cornell experience more by: 

o Teams 

o Clubs 

o Social groups 

than by academics alone. 

 

4. Memorable Experiences 

A. Major Shared Memory: Hockey Championship 

 A vivid story: 

o Cornell hockey championship game in Lake Placid (~1970) 

o Team was two players down 

o A defenseman scored the winning goal 

 Significance: 

o Seen as an extraordinary and unforgettable moment 

o Highlights how sports created shared emotional experiences 

 

B. Social & Living Experiences 

 Mentions of: 

o Living near friends (e.g., “living next door to Arthur”) 

 Suggests: 

o Strong community and proximity-based relationships 
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5. Academic Culture Insights 

A. Rigor and Adjustment 

 Some students struggled transitioning from: 

o High school success → challenging college coursework 

 Example: 

o Difficulty with engineering physics despite prior strength 

B. Exploration and Trial-and-Error 

 Students: 

o Tried multiple majors 

o Took diverse introductory courses 

 Cornell experience described as: 

o Broad and exploratory, not narrowly specialized 

 

6. Personal Identity and Growth 

A. Shifts in Interests 

 Movement from: 

o Technical fields → people-focused fields 

 Reflects: 

o Growing self-awareness during college years 

B. Long-Term Impact 

 College decisions shaped: 

o Career paths 

o Personal values 

 Example: 

o Choosing people over technology led to HR career 
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7. Social Dynamics and Community 

A. Informal, Supportive Tone 

 Participants: 

o React to each other’s stories 

o Ask follow-up questions 

o Share humor and encouragement 

B. Recognition and Shared History 

 Some participants: 

o Knew each other during college 

 Reinforces: 

o Enduring connections across decades 

 

8. Cornell Environment (Implied) 

A. Campus Culture 

 Strong presence of: 

o Athletics (especially hockey) 

o Music and performance groups 

o Academic diversity 

B. Institutional Structure 

 Colleges within Cornell (Arts & Sciences, Agriculture, Engineering, Human Ecology) 

 Movement between schools was possible but notable 

 

9. Key Takeaways 

 Student life was multifaceted: 

o Academics + work + extracurriculars + social life 

 Flexibility and exploration defined the academic experience. 

 Extracurriculars and community were central to identity. 

 Shared events (like sports) created lasting memories. 

 Everyday experiences—not just major milestones—are the focus of historical value. 

 Long-term reflection shows: 

o Growth 
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o Changed priorities 

o Appreciation for diverse experiences 

 

10. Overall Interpretation 

 The transcript captures the beginning phase of a larger memory-sharing session. 

 It establishes: 

o Who the participants are 

o How their Cornell experiences shaped them 

 Sets the stage for deeper storytelling about: 

o Daily life 

o Decisions 

o Regrets and highlights 

 


