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 The session is part of a Cornell Class of 1971 oral history project focused on 

reconstructing what daily student life was like rather than major historical events. A 

facilitator guides the discussion while participants join and settle in. 

 The conversation opens casually, with participants joking about memory lapses and 

aging. This sets a reflective, informal tone—people acknowledge that recalling details 

from decades ago can be imperfect but still meaningful. 

 One participant began her story: 

o She had a strong pre-existing connection to Cornell because her mother was an 

alum (Class of 1942). 

o Growing up, she visited campus frequently, which made Cornell feel familiar and 

desirable long before applying. 

o These visits shaped her expectations—Cornell wasn’t just a college option but a 

place tied to family identity and personal history. 

o She highlights the physical environment as a defining feature: 

 The natural landscape—waterfalls, the lake, and open spaces—stood out 

vividly. 

 She describes the campus as both beautiful and restorative, offering 

mental breaks from academic stress. 

 This suggests that environment played a significant role in student well-

being, not just academics. 

o On the admissions experience: 

 She recalls a more personal, less standardized process than today, 

including an in-person interview. 

 The experience carried emotional weight—uncertainty followed by strong 

relief and excitement when accepted. 

o Early themes emerging from her account: 

 College choice influenced heavily by family ties and early exposure 

 Campus aesthetics as part of the educational experience 

 Then the discussion begins to broaden, with others preparing to share similar entry stories 

and early impressions of Cornell. 

 The group continues reflecting on how they chose Cornell, reinforcing that decisions 

were often less data-driven than today: 

o Choices were influenced by family, reputation, campus visits, and general feel 

rather than rankings or detailed comparisons. 

o There’s an implied contrast with modern admissions—less pressure around 

metrics, more emphasis on personal fit and intuition. 

 The conversation starts shifting toward first experiences as students: 

o Participants hint at the transition from familiar or small-town environments to a 

large university setting. 

o Early college life is framed as both exciting and slightly overwhelming. 

 There’s a continued emphasis on memory as experiential rather than precise: 

o Participants recall feelings, impressions, and standout moments more clearly than 

exact timelines or specifics. 

o The group dynamic becomes more collaborative, with people building on each 

other’s recollections. 
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 Tone remains informal and conversational: 

o Light humor and side comments continue, reinforcing that this is a shared 

reminiscence rather than a formal interview. 

o The facilitator allows space for organic storytelling rather than strict question-

and-answer structure. 

 


